Petitions Consultation - Express your views
As you may know, the Department of Communities & Local Government is currently conducting a formal consultation on the Draft Guidance on the ‘Duty to respond to petitions’. The consultation document was published on 2 December and the exercise will run until 24 February 2010. 

Many local authorities and other local service providers will be keen to examine the implications of this new legislation, but it is understood that the Department is not likely to organise any meetings at which these Draft provisions can be discussed. 
The Consultation Institute has decided to convene such a meeting. One the of the UK’s top specialists on ePetitions – Fraser Henderson – will be involved in the discussions and to collate participants’ views for submission to the Department. 

Even though it is short notice, we feel it is important for people to have the opportunity to consider important aspects of this new duty – and to express their views. 

The most significant questions raised in the consultation are: 
• Design/Approval of Petitions Schemes • The Model Petition Scheme • Impact on other local service providers (eg Health, Police) • Exclusions to the Duty • Implementation timescale (including the ePetition facility) 

This Roundtable event will take place on 20th January 2010 at the Institute HQ, Biggleswade: 10.30 to 3.00pm. 

Institute Members will be charged £75.00 + vat. Non-Members £125.00 + vat. 

To book go to: www.consultationinstitute.org/training-and-events/course-and-events-calendar/?booksys_event=40
