Dear Colleague,

· I am writing to confirm the process for submitting a formal expression of interest to provide a NHS accredited stop smoking service on a 3 year contract with the Consortium of 8 PCTs in West Midlands.  This process is being coordinated by the West Midlands Strategic Health Authority (SHA).  Steven Wyatt is the SHA coordinator of the procurement process.  This is the first of a series of procurement rounds that will take place at six monthly intervals, so there will be further opportunities to apply before the end of the contract period (March 2013).

· On (approximately) 15th October 2009 an advert will be placed in the OJEU (Official Journal of the European Community www. ojeu.eu) seeking formal expressions of interest from providers.  This is the publication in which all contracts from the public sector which are valued above a certain financial threshold according to EU legislation, must be published.

· Providers that respond to this advert will be sent the accreditation questionnaire and guidance and will be invited to attend bidder events.   In line with market competition rules, this is the only route for providers to enter the procurement process. 

All providers who registered for the September market consultation event will automatically be contacted by email by the SHA.

Providers will have approximately 6 weeks to complete and submit an accreditation questionnaire.

Bidder events are planned as follows: 

· October 2009 PM (Stafford)

· October 2009 AM (Birmingham)

· November 2009 PM (Redditch)

· November 2009 PM (Walsall)

Please contact me (as below) if I can be of any help.

Yours sincerely,

Julia North

Health Improvement Specialist Coordinator (Stop Smoking Services)

Public Health Department

NHS Worcestershire 
Pavilion B Zero

County Hall

Spetchley Road

Worcester

WR5 2NP

Direct dial: 01905 733825
Internal: 37231
Fax: 01905 351600
Email: julia.north@worcestershire.nhs.uk
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